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Hello Ando!

| write this now in the middle of winter -the official beginning of spring is still two months away-but in
spite of that fact,my mind has already started to turn to thoughts of pleasant spring days which
hopefully won ‘t be too long in coming. In February,Setsubun is commemorated.Last year a friend of
mine introduced this peculiar celebration to me and | enjoyed the traditions and folklore.Thereafter,|
did a bit of research concerning the Setsubun observance and found that originally, according to the
traditional Japanese lunar calendar,this event marked the coming of the spring season.| really
appreciate that sentiment-that concept:Setsubun essentially means spring;ideally spring will soon
arrive! Redlistically,we know that spring does not begin immediately following Setsubun.

There are still many weeks of cold and unsettled weather to endure.However,it ‘s nice to hope and
wish. Setsubun,while far from being the starting point of warmer, milder weather,at least offers a
glimmer of hope that those sanguine spring days are not too distant.Regards,

Curtis

LRI DHES ue CHICHBIE !

BEFSNeZE, ROESRARICEVWTCWVET, EOHNETICEEZ2 yBIEEHDFIH
ZNUCBED D DS TEIE. FERULLEFULWLWEDHLDZEZDH BWVIRHTVET, 2 BIC
(FEIDDITEDMESNE T, CORFOITRZREEEF. RADSHZITHOL. ZTDLHEE
RM7ZHEUHET UIc, D&, KIFZOEDEWVDIITHRICODVWTAUANTHKI UTZ, TUL T,
COITEIITTR. BEROGHINEE CHHKREICDEDE. FEOFINZRLTWLZDEEWND
CEZEAIDFT UTe, BKIFEZ, TUODBNICEFEBELTHNS THE OBFZXRIED. K&
ZTOBEPFHEBOIEISICRBES LLBDIEEBWVE Uz, RERICIE. Bin D% T <ICHEDIBED
DIFTRIIENEWVND CEFDD D TVNET . FIEFCRABINERSE EARREIFKIERDMENER]
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RN <TEPHEERICETEFIEZVED TI N DI EBBEIEEDHA DB N
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